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Sensors used in the past have generally been based on a paddle design to measure changes in flow that can be related to consistency. Fiber hang-up and turbulences from such a sensor introduces considerable variability. The new system has a sensor based on pins rather than a paddle, which provides cleaner resolution and operation.
Also, a specially-designed tube inserted into the middle of the flow creates a channel with a smaller radius, which gives the controlled plug flow or iso-flow necessary for measurements at low levels of consistency. The result is an instrument with a broad measurement range and high torque resolution. (APPA Systems, Redmond, WA; 425-881-5333; http://www.appasys.com).
Editor's Note: The editors would be very interested in reader suggestions and submissions for this column. Please use the contact information listed in the Table of Contents. -INJ Letter To the Editors I am delighted that the Inter-national Nonwovens Journal has been reinstated after an absence of over three years. The nonwovens research community certainly will benefit from the publishing opportunities provided by an international peer-reviewed journal whose focus is nonwovens science and technology.
From the educational point of view, and I am sure I speak for many faculty involved with graduate and undergraduate teaching, reinstatement of the International Nonwovens Journal is a very welcome addition to the resources we need to inform students about current research in nonwovens. I look forward to receiving the INJ and will be pleased, once again, to make room for this journal on my crowded book shelf. 
